St. Budget Cadwlzc Commumty

May 3rd & May 10th
™~ The Fifth and Sixth Sundays of Easter.

Self-Awareness Can Change the Heart
Thomas Merton was orphaned at 16. He became a communist at 20. He found
Chnist at 23. He became a New York times reporter at 24. At the age of 26, he
put all his possessions m duffel bag, went to Kentucky, and became a Trappist
monk. In his best-selling autography, 7he Seven Story Mountain, he describes
the first steps i his conversion process.
He had just graduated from high school and was travelling alone in Europe. He
was given to carnal pleasures. One night, he was struck with the awareness of his own
sinfulness.
“The whole thing passed m a flash... I was overwhelmed with a sudden and profound msight
mto the misery and corruption of my soul... I was filled with horror at what I saw... and 1
desired escape... from all this with an mtensity and urgency unlike anything I had ever known
before.” he writes.
Merton goes on to say that for the first time 1n his Iife he really prayed. He prayed for
deliverance from the evil power that held his body and soul 1n slavery.

Some are not aware. Many lack courage to change. In an eflort to forget, some try to
1mmerse themselves in activities. However, conversion is a gift of God. Awareness is only the
first step. To pass on to the next step, we need the humility to pray sincerely for the courage

to change.

-Fr. Balaraju Policetty

el Y 7

Coming Soon: New Church Bulletin!
Starting the weekend of July 5th, our parish will introduce a brand-new, full-color church
bulletin with a fresh, professional look—at no cost to the parish, thanks to the support of our
advertisers. We mvite local businesses, families, and organizations to participate.

Advertising 1s a great way to promote your services while supporting the parish community.
For more information, please contact: Gina Shaughnessy (952) 356-6488 or
GShaughnessy@4LPi.com
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St. Bridget Weekly Masses & Events...

MAY 3RD - MAY 10TH MAY 11TH - MAY 17TH

Sunday, May 8rd: The Fifth Sunday of Easter Monday, May 11th
8:15am. | Rosary 8:00 aum. | Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion
9:00 am. | Mass - Sharon Kahler+ 6:30 b | DivorceCare
——— - ——— - p.m
11:00 am. 1\&/{.3;51;; St. Bridget, & St. Thomas More Newrnan 700 pam. | Community Prayer Group
Monday, May 4th 7:00 p.m. | Knights of Columbus Meeting
8:00 am. | Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion Tuesday, May 12th
6:30 p.m. | DivorceCare Group 8:00 am. | Centering Prayer
7:00 p.m. | Community Prayer Group 9 am.-7 p.m. | Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Tuesday, May 5th 4:30 p.m. | Individual Reconciliation
8:00 am. | Centering Prayer 500 pm Mass- Clarence, Florence, John, Barb, Anita,
9am.-7pm. | Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament — | nda, & Joseph Peter Dusek+
9:30 am. | Martha’s Quilt Group 6:00 pm. | Social Justice Meeting
4:30 p.m. | Individual Reconciliation 7:30 pam. | Parish Council Meeting
5:00 pam. | Mass- Mary & Leonard Froelke+ Wednesday, May 13th
‘Wednesday, May 6th 9:00 a.m. | Mass - Geraldine Langer+
9:00 am. | Mass- Doug Matzek+ 3:30 p.m. | Mass @ Kinnic
1:30 p.m. | Mass @ Comiforts of Home Falls Thursday, May 14th
Thursday, May 7th 7:30 am. | Individual Reconciliation
7:30 am. | Individual Reconciliation 8:00 a.m. | Mass- Ambrose Mever+
8:00 a.m. | Mass- Intention Open Friday, May 15th
1:00 p.m. | Euchre 7:30 am. | Rosary
Friday, May 8th 7:30 a.m. | Individual Reconciliation
7:30 am. R‘—’S.aW _ 8:00 am. | Mass- Cletus Koller+
7:30 a.m. | Individual Reconciliation Saturday, May 16th
8:00 am. | Mass- Deruse Maier+ 7:30 aam. | Men’s Group
Saturday, May th — — 3:00 pm. | Individual Reconciliation
3:00 p.m. | Individual Reconciliation 100 pan, | Mass—Jin Yarishh?

4:00 p.m. | Mass- Frank Holter+
Sunday, May 10th: The Sixth Sunday of Faster

. 8:15 am. | Rosary
8:15 am. | Rosary

9:00 a.m. | Mass - Delores (Mrs. Armue) Pechacek+ 9:00am. | Mass - Jc )'AH{I VVOGST?+
11:00 aum. | Mass - Bob & Pat Gizudi+ 11:00 . lgasi - St. Bridget, & St. Thomas More Newmman
enter

Sunday, May 17th: The Seventh Sunday of Faster

6:00 p.m. | New Center Mass ;
P, | FNEWTTAR L enfer s 12:00 p.m. | Ascension & Apps
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Membership Information

The Parish will be starting a process to update our
contact information for all parish members. We
will be doing this to ensure that we have the most
up-to-date information in our system. Please be
aware that you may be getting a call from the Par-
ish office to check on and confirm information
that 1s currently on file. If you’d like to help with
calling, please let the parish admin know!

We’re Hiring!

= Accountant.

*» Head of Maintenance.

* Part-Time Accompanist (to play on a rotating basis
with our current accompanist).

Contact Fr. Bala in the office if interested, or head to

our website to see the full job descriptions!

In Remembrance
James Krasin
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DAILY WORD: MAY 3RD - MAY 10TH

ls\lu:yd;ﬁi Acts 6:1-7,1 Peter 2:4-9 /John 14:1-12

ﬁ:;ig’ Acts 14:5-18 [John 14:21-26

;\[}aye‘sg;’f Acts 14:19-28 /John 14:27-31a

\h}’aeydgﬁday’ Acts 15:1-6 / John 15:1-8

W’ Acts 15:7-21 / John 15:9-11

Fl\llna(iyag’[}l Acts 15:22-31 / John 15:12-17

m Acts 16:1-10 / John 15:18-21

ls\luzrl]yd;‘g’th Acts 8:5-8, 14-17, 1 Peter 3:15-18 /John 14:15-21

DAILY WORD: MAY 11TH - MAY 17TH

Let us know 1f someone would like to be prayed for in church
or be listed i the bulletin prayer list. To be included n the
prayer line, contact Pat Purfeerst at:

ppudeerst@amall.com or 7152229533,

Michelle Radtke
Linda Radtke
Dorie Deiss
Donna Pechacek
Mary Ellen Vorwald
Barb Ickler
John Benusa
Emily Hennemann
Jeanne Rohl
Andre Armstrong
Marge Dusek
Kathleen Brown
Sonia Steiner
Raphael Timp
Stanley Meyer
Judy Pechacek Harri
Kaye McFarland
Jim McFarland
Richard Andrea
Jeft Carow
Karla Furlano Berra
Robb Scott
Miranda Carlson
Patricia Bujalski
Matt Huppert
Carol Ann Gregg

Richard Bujalski
Ryan Sell
Fred Larson
Virginia Steiner
Angela Tatone
Bernice Deiss
Ed Hanson
Guillermo Guzmain
Maverick
Wratt
Dr. Kathleen Delander
Chuck Kamrowski
Greg Wells
Wayne Staab
Josias Franco
Boyd Huppert
Susan Murray
Chris Plana
Mary Lynn Wiskerchen
Fugene Webster
Leonard Wiskerchen
Steve Ryan
Pat Ryan
Jeni Rohl
Nancy Carlson
Mary Parsons

May 17th

ﬁ:;l(li?:l Acts 16:11-15 /John 15:26—16:4a
'1{‘41;(;5(113.21 Acts 16:22-34 /John 16:5-11
LVX::?;?W Acts 17:15, 22—18:1 / John 16:12-15
g,lhal;ﬁg? Acts 1:15-17, 20-26 /John 15:9-17
i’?gfai’:’iﬂl Acts 18:9-18 /John 16:20-23
m Acts 18:23-28 /John 16:23b-28
Sunday,

Acts 1:1-11, Ephesians 1:17-23 /Matthew 28:16-20
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St. Bridget Women’s Connection Event
Women of the parish are invited to come together
at the Table on Main in River Falls,
WI on Friday, May st at 9am to
connect with fellow women.

Coftee will be provided!

St. Bridget Statue Dedication

You may have seen our new statue of St. Bridget in
the prayer garden outside of the North Doors at
Church. On May 10th around 10:30am, Bishop
Powers will bless & dedicate the statue for our
parish. Please join us if you are able!

Thank You!

The Knights of Columbus want to thank you for your
generous support of the annual Knights of Columbus
Tootsie Roll Drive. Together, we raised thousands of
dollars to be distributed to Have a Heart, Special
Olympics in our area, and the River Falls Public
School for Special Education programing.

It couldn’t happen without your support and we are
very grateful. Until next year!

Church Softball

Church softball starts soon, and we need you! All
games are Monday nights at Hoffman Park. If
mnterested, contact Joe Baldeshwiler at

715-808-4207. @
SOCIAL JUSTICE

Adoration Partners Needed

We are 1n need of prayer partners for the following
Adoration times: 12PM- 1PM, 2PM-3PM, 6PM-
7PM.

"This allows us to have two people present
each hour (we call them prayer partners) to
ensure that someone 1s always in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Please
contact Barrett in the office if you can help.

Adoration 1s on Tuesdays from 9am-7pm in church.

The River Falls Food Pantry Needs

The River Falls Food Pantry needs: paper towels,
toilet paper, and tuna (both in cans and pouches).

The Food Pantry has been unable to secure supplies
of paper towels and toilet paper so this need 1s urgent.
Please consider helping your neighbors with these
needs.

Environmental Tips

e It's spring. If you are cleaning out your closets,
consider donating gently used clothing to one of River
Falls' thrift stores.

e When cleaning your house and washing your
windows, skip the paper towels and use cloths that can
be washed and reused.

e Plant a garden. That garden will give you fresh
veggies all summer (and help reduce your grocery

bills).




PARISH LIFE

PARISH SCHOOL

Ascension & Apps: Save the Date!
The Youth and Evangelization Committee here at
St. Bridget 1s planning a parish event called
Ascension and Apps to celebrate the Feast of the
Ascension on May 17th from 12:00pm-1:30pm in
Fellowship Hall. This event will be
perfect for the whole family.

Keep your eyes out as we get closer to
the date for more details.

Video Techs Needed
We are also in need of Video Techs at all Masses.
Video techs are responsible for running the Power-

you are able to help out or for more
details!

Point, video cameras, and live-streaming
Mass. Training and mentorship will be
provided. Contact Barrett in the office if

Walk to Mary

routes are available: 14, 7 and 1.7 mile walk with

Walk to Mary 1s the largest single day gathering of
pilgrims in the Shrine annually. You can get more
mformation at www.walktomarv.com

"This walk 1s held the first Saturday of May in De Pere,
WI. The walk is a 22-mile walking pilgrimage (shorter

children) starting at St. Norbert College in De Pere to
the National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion in
Champion WI. This 1s the 13th year of the walk. The
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2 Parish Council Candidate Openings

?:; We have (4) parish council members whose terms
2 expire this spring. Frank Ginther, Jason Kjos,

* Stephanie Knolmayer and Chris Plana. Thank you
+ all for your stewardship of time to the parish, may
i God continue to bless you. We need 2 candidates
# for each open position per our bylaws. Please

* prayerfully consider serving this ministry of the par-
# 1sh. If you are mterested or know of someone who
* might be interested, please contact the parish office,
# Paul Boespflug - interim Parish Administrator.

j‘g To serve on the Parish Council, you must be a

# registered member of the parish and active in the

j‘g Catholic faith. The Parish Council meets once a

% month, eight times a year. It is great opportunity to
i bring new ideas built on our faith tradition.

e
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April 1s wrapping up and May is ready to
shine! This time of year brings so much
growth, beauty, and strength to our world. We are
mcredibly grateful to everyone who made our

—— V Great Gala such a

success. It truly takes
a community, and
our community
showed up 1n the best
way. The gala 1s al-
ways a wonderful op-
portunity to come
together and support our school,
but it’s also a chance to pause,
look around, and feel the deep
love that surrounds our communi-
ty. We felt that love and are so
thankful for each and every one of
you who believes m our school
and 1ts future. It was a beautiful
night! A special thank you to the committee, vol-
unteers, and staff who worked so hard to make this
event possible.

Last week, we celebrated our middle school stu-
dents at our Middle School Recognition Mass. We
honored the accomplishments of students in
grades 3-8, including scholarship recipients, Na-
tional Youth Leadership in STEM finalists, A and
B Honor Roll students, the Respect for Life Essay
winner, and those recognized for their volunteer
hours. We are so proud of the dedication and ef-
fort these students have shown in their academic
journeys; well done!

Our baseball team is cruising through their season,
and 1f you haven’t made it to a game yet, now 1s
the time! They are exciting to watch, and 1t’s easy
to get caught up 1n the energy of the game. Be sure
to follow our Facebook page for weekly game
schedule notifications.

This time of year also brings all the excitement of
the school year’s end—final field trips, student
showcases, classroom celebrations, and so much
more. It has been an incredible year, and it’s hard
to believe 1t will be wrapping up soon. As we move
mto this beautiful season, take time to enjoy all
that God has created for us.




St. Bridget Catholic Church Contact Information

Fr. Balaraju Policetty, Pastor
Office (715) 425-1879 ext. 103
Emergency: (651)-300-4028

pastor@stbparish.com

Deacon John Woehrle
715-425-1870

deaconjohn@stbparish.com

Parish Administrator

Accountant
(part-time)

Lindsey Andrea, Administrative Assistant
(part-time)

715-425-1870 ext. 101
recept@stbparish.com

Sophie Kolars, Communications Coordinator
715-425-1879 ext. 111
communications@stbparish.com

Barrett Grove, Coordinator of Liturgical
Ministries

715-425-1879 ext. 108
Liturgv@stbparish.com

Randy Koller, Maintenance
(part-time)
715-425-1879 ext. 112

faciliies@stbparish.com

Lacey Niesl, Custodian (part-time)

Parish Council Chair & Finance Council Chair Contacts
t Frank Ginther: Parish Council Chair
fgginther@yahoo.com

t Craig Gasior: Finance Council Chair

¢jgasior@gmail.com

Tessa Schuermann, Prek-8th grade Faith
Formation

(part-time)

715-425-1879 ext. 106
childrensFF@stbparish.com

Jessie O’Malley, 9-12th grade Faith Formation
(part-time)

715-425-1879 ext. 105
teenFF@stbparish.com

Dannell Nordstrom, Principal
715-425-1872

principal@stbparish.com

Parish Trustees Contacts
t Barb Liddell: Trustee
bliddellrf@hotmail.com

t Bob Casey: Trustee

rjcaseymba@gmail.com
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