
ST. BRIDGET CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

From the pastor…. 
 

The Third Sunday of Easter is April 26. The gospel passage is the Road to Emmaus. The gospel tells us 

that two of Jesus disciples were leaving Jerusalem to go home to Emmaus. There was no reason to 

stay in Jerusalem any longer. Jesus was dead. Even though there were “stories” that Jesus had risen 

from the dead, it didn’t give them enough reason to stay there. As they made their way home, a 

stranger who turns out to be Jesus, walks with them and talks with them. But, they don’t recognize 

Jesus until He says the blessing and breaks the bread. Only then their eyes were opened.   
 

We celebrated Easter two weeks ago “separately” practicing social distancing. We could not  

gather because of COVID-19. This pandemic has shaken many people including me. What has  

given me and others comfort is recognizing Jesus in our midst - not in the breaking of the bread,  

sadly. But, we see Jesus in the selfless actions of health care workers in hospitals and care facilities, 

grocery workers and other essential business workers, restaurant workers figuring out ways to feed 

people and keep their doors open, neighbors looking out for their neighbors who can’t get out to 

get groceries, church workers who call parishioners and others to make sure they are ok. The list goes 

on and on. When we see and experience this happening, Jesus is present. 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is May 3 also known as Good Shepherd Sunday. In John’s Gospel Jesus 

says: “I have come in order that you might have life - life in all its fullness.” John 10:10  I remember a 

church I served early in my priesthood. It was having a “church family picnic” with good food and 

games with kids making lots of fun noises.  I was speaking to a couple of fathers when all of a sudden 

one of the dads took off and returned shortly with his son.  His son had fallen down and had started 

crying.  I looked at him and said, “There were all kinds of kids making noise. How did you know it was 

your son who got hurt?”  He look at me and said, “I know my son’s voice.”  
 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who looks out for us - his sheep. If we listen to Jesus voice we will not get 

lost.  But, even if we do get lost, Jesus is looking for us. During this pandemic, please keep listening for 

the voice of Jesus in daily life and prayer.  AMEN! 
 

This Pastor’s Take on the Coronavirus/COVID19 Moving Forward 

Our Pope Francis has said on several occasions that this is the time (because of the pandemic) to  

rebuild the world in a more human, inclusive, sustainable way and that failure to take the  

opportunity to do so will bring other tragedies.  In his homily on Divine Mercy Sunday he called on 

people to “learn from the early Christian Community described in the Acts of the Apostles” that 

“received mercy and lived with mercy.”  Pope Francis recalled how those first Christians “were  

together and held everything in common; they sold their possessions and goods and distributed 

them to all as any had need.” “This is not some ideology.  It is Christianity.” 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY  

OF EASTER 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY  

OF EASTER 

SUNDAY, MAY 3 

(Cont. on next page) 

New Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday:  9:00 a.m. - Noon    
 

Closed Saturday and Sunday 

Phone 715.425.1870   
 

Pastoral Emergency 

715.869.6122   
 

www.saintbridgets.org 

New Church Building hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - Noon. 

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

Sunday:  9:00 a.m. - Noon 

http://www.saintbridgets.org
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Our Virtual Church 
 

As we continue to adjust and 

grow into a virtual church/

school and Faith Formation 

classes, I am always looking 

for resources to make 

this virtual experience  

possible and meaningful. 

Bishop Barron has a unique ability to connect 

scriptures, Catholic theology, and bring people 

t o  f a i t h .  H i s  Y o u T u b e  v i d e o ,  

Word on Fire - Testimony involves three people 

and their journey and how they found their 

Catholic Faith. 
 

We all come to faith in our own way. Please 

take a few minutes and listen to the testimonies 

and how they came to deep faith. Please share 

with your family and friends.   God bless you all. 

Thanks,  Fr. Jerry 

Are Mass Intentions Being Celebrated?  

Scheduled Mass intentions are being  

celebrated as they were scheduled. 

   

              Radio Mass Aired Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

     WEVR 1550 AM/106.3 FM 
 

 
 

 

The Mass for April 25 is in loving memory of 
 

Earl and Marijane Cernohous and Denise Maier  
 

 

 

The Mass for May 2 is in loving memory of 
 

Edmund, Rose and Donald Huppert by family  

From the Green Team Committee 
 

Climate change is the major threat in 

the global fight against hunger.  

During upcoming weeks, think and 

pray how you can reduce your carbon  

footprint. Every little reduction in carbon  

production will make a difference. 

Act of Spiritual Communion Prayer 
 

Since we cannot receive the  

Eucharist or Holy Communion, 

we can do so spiritually. Here is a 

prayer that you may want to 

pray: 
 

 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive you  

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never  

permit me to be separated from You. AMEN!” 

Adult Contributions $35,156.00 

Future Parish Needs $1,188.00 

Easter Collection $9,224.00 

World Concern $260.00 

The Catholic Herald $360.00 

Priest Emergency Fund $3,100.00 

Rice Bowl $657.96 

Adult Contributions (ACH) $23,251.00 

School Tuition (ACH) $10,279.89 

TITHES AND OFFERING             
WEEKS OF APRIL 1 - APRIL 17 

Father Jerry’s Grief Talk Series 
 

Father has recently   

recorded 3 talks about grief  

that have been posted on 

our website and Facebook 

page.  
 

If you would like to watch 

these videos but do not 

have access to these formats they are also 

available on DVD. Contact the parish office and 

we will get a copy of the DVD to you as soon as 

possible. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvjhcmmQtWo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.saintbridgets.org/church/sunday-homily.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/St.Bridget.RF/


From the Pastor continued… 
 

What is happening now is changing our world forever. We will never see the way we used to live 

again.  It will be a new normal. The pain and grieving of the losses what we are experiencing now is  

real. We need to deal with this pain or it will never go away. Unless the pain we feel is “transformed” 

into something positive, that  same pain will be “transmitted” forward in unhealthy behaviors like 

hoarding, anger at the government, God, the world; depression, hopelessness, alcoholism, etc. We as 

churches and as a country need to pay attention to the lessons we are learning from this  

experience. During this pandemic, families  and others are telling me that they are spending more 

time together as family out of need. They are planning meals together, watching or listening to Mass 

together. It is not always easy. Other people have told me they are connecting more with  

family. They are “face timing” sometimes daily to keep in touch. 
 

I hope we never return to the way we use to be. It wasn’t always healthy. People worked to the point 

of exhaustion with no Sabbath (Sunday) rest, being disconnected from one another. This is not what 

God intended for us. My prayer is that we grow spiritually from this experience and become closer to 

the image that God created us to be - compassionate to one another. Working together as a world 

we can work to prevent another pandemic from  happening like this again.  Fr. Jerry Harris 

Monday, May 4 Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:11-18  

Tuesday, May 5 Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30  

Wednesday, May 6 
Acts 12:24—13:5a/ 

Jn 12:44-50  

 Thursday, May 7 Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20  

 Friday, May 8 Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6  

Saturday, May 9 Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14  

Sunday, May 10 
Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/                        

Jn 14:1-12  

Monday, April 27 Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29  

Tuesday, April 28 Acts 7:51—8:1a/Jn 6:30-35  

Wednesday, April 29 Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40  

Thursday, April 30 Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51  

Friday, May 1 Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59  

Saturday, May 2 Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69  

Sunday, May 3 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41/ 

1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  

PRAYER LIST 

 Let us know if someone would like to be 

prayed for in church or be listed in the bulletin 

prayer list.   
 

 To be included in the prayer line, call Virginia 

Magner at 715 - 220 - 7792.  

Laura Bowman 

Linda Giardina 

Judy Pechacek Harri 

Ann Holland 

Barb Ickler 

Ray Belisle 

Joseph Pentusa 

Michelle Radtke 

Izabella Thompson 

Sonia Steiner 

Steve Alberg 

Grace Radtke  

Sarah Roble 

Katy Morris 

Paula Flood 

Karin Jarosch 

Gwen Paulson 

Mari Waters 

Lori Moran 

 

Rest in Peace 
 
 

 

Scott Tiedke 

Son of Cindy (Roger) Revak 

Grandson of Chuck O’Connell 
 

Anthony “Tony” James  

Husband of Lisa James 

Son of Margie Shinehouse 
 

Corey Hawkins 

Son of Mike and Sally Hawkins 
 

 

DAILY WORD FOR APRIL 27 - MAY 3 

DAILY WORD FOR MAY 4 - MAY 10 
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Prayer for Healing of Coronavirus/COVID19 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, we ask 

you to guard and protect us from Corona virus 

COVID - 19 and all serious illness. For all that 

have died from it, have mercy; for those that are 

ill now, bring healing. For those searching for a 

remedy, enlighten them, for medical caregivers  

helping the sick, strengthen and shield them. For 

those working to contain the spread, grant them 

success, for those afraid, grant peace. May your 

precious blood be our defense and salvation. By 

your grace, may you turn the evil of disease in to 

moments of consolation and hope. May we  

always fear the contagion of sin more than any 

illness. We abandon ourselves to your mercy. 

Amen.    Pedro de la Cruz. 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

Spiritual Direction Available 
 

Our daily lives have been drastically altered.  

Many of us are struggling to recognize our roles 

or to carry out these new roles. Maybe it’s  

harder to enter into prayer and to 

recognize God’s presence in the 

midst of these ever changing times. 

If you’d like an opportunity to talk 

with someone, please email Jodie 

at jrubenzer@stbparish.com or call 

the church office.   

Coffee, Connection and a Sprinkle of Prayer  

Friday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

This is a time to check in with one 

another, to read the upcoming  

Sunday Gospel, and to listen to 

h o w  G o d  m i g h t  b e  

communicating with us. 
  

Join us Friday mornings at 9:30 using the video  

conferencing tool, ZOOM, on your computer or  

iPhone. Another session will begin at 10:30 a.m. 

for phone users with FreeConferenceCall.com. 
 

If you don’t know how to use these programs,  

contact the church. We would be happy to 

walk you through how to use them. 
 

Sign-up at jrubenzer@stbparish.com indicating 

which time session you’d like to join. You will  

receive an invitation link by Thursday for Friday’s 

gathering.   

FAITH FORMATION 

What a blessing it has been to serve alongside such 

faith filled and passionate people this Faith  

Formation year. We thank God for you, and for the 

loving and caring way you have built community, 

planted and nourished seeds of faith, and  

imparted knowledge of the faith to the young  

people of St. Bridget parish.  
 

Teen Faith Formation Leaders 

Marius Andahazy, Dave & Meg Andrea, Rhonda 

Austin, Tom & Lauren Baillargeon, Elly Bjork, Amy 

Burns, Craig & Natalie Cardell, Carrie Czech, Riley 

Deuel, Ben Dusek, Becky Haydon, Kelly Horvath, 

Becky Huppert, Nathan Jennings, Mike Leary, 

Reese Madlem, Matt Nitz, Barbara O’Malley, Katy 

Pupungatoa, Allison Raverty, Shelly Schmitt, Mallory 

Schneider, Michelle Uetz, Pete Vitt, Kris Woolsey, 

Sara Zugschwert. 
 

Elementary Faith Formation Leaders 

Elena Brummel, Meg Byram, Mary Davis, Renee 

French, Hillary Gilles, Laura Haugen, Alice Hickey, 

Danell Horvath, Kelly Horvath, Carrie Jennings,  

Nathan Jennings, Lana Matzek, Katelyn Moore, 

Maureen Olle-LaJoie, Dan Rubenzer, Natalie  

Simpson, Nick Simpson, Beth Sippl, Judy Steine, 

Andy & Dana Swanson, Mary Troemner, and Linda 

Vivoda-Sadée. 
 

Thank you to our Faith Formation Meal Volunteers 
 

Many children, youth, families and leaders enjoyed 

the meals provided by our generous volunteers 

each Wednesday. Thank you to all who helped to 

plan, prepare, serve, and clean! Your gift of  

hospitality provided a nourishing meal and an  

atmosphere of fellowship and belonging. Your  

willingness to serve has been SO greatly  

appreciated! 
 

Kevin Pechacek, Lois Cernohous, Joanna Paschke, 

Richard Jorgenson, Mark Paschke, Julia Paschke, 

Cindy Hallberg, Kate Huttemier, Rose Symicek,  

Jenny Tometich, Lois Helmueller, Barb Paulick,  

Katherine Naplava and Mary Richardson. 

 

mailto:jrubenzer@stbparish.com
https://www.freeconferencecall.com/
mailto:jrubenzer@stbparish.com


 

Upgrade Camera System for Recording Masses 
 

In this unprecedented time in our history we have 

been blessed as a parish to have had the insight of 

two parishioners years ago, in 1987, to begin  

recording our Masses for those that were sick and 

shut-in. It began with one VCR video camera on a 

tripod stand and has evolved into our current system 

which has two cameras that can be remotely moved 

and zoomed in and out by an operator and  

recorded to a DVD to be uploaded to our website 

and Facebook page. This current system was installed 

around 2004 and is a “dinosaur” as they say in the electronic world! In order to ensure that we can 

continue to provide this important outreach ministry and evangelization tool for the next 15 or more 

years, the time has come to upgrade these components.  As this coronavirus/COVID19 pandemic 

continues video communication will be key to minister to the spiritual needs of the parish.  We would 

like to move ahead shortly to replace the current video recording system. 
 

We do have funds available in the church. However, we know that sometimes people are looking 

for specific items to donate to the church. The total cost estimate at this point is $15,000 to 

$20,000.  If you would like to donate to this project please contact Megan Carlson, the parish  

administrator, or me.   Thanks. Fr. Jerry Harris   

 The Journey Out 

· Turn and follow the same path out. 

· Again walk at your own pace. 

· Allow the walk out to prepare you for re-entry and to integrate what you have learned or received. 
 

When you reach the threshold, pause and give thanks. 

 

 

How to use the Labyrinth 

There is no wrong way to walk the labyrinth.  In fact, walking is not even required.  Walk, sit, watch, 

skip, dance, pray or simply be in the presence of what is divine.   
 

One process involves 3 phases: the journey in, being in the center, and the journey out. 

The Journey In 

· Shed your distractions, release your thoughts. 

· At the entrance breathe deeply and offer a silent prayer, focus in this time on a question, situation, 

or a feeling, you may be holding in your mind and heart.   

· Invite God to walk with you.   

· Ask God what word or direction He may have for you today. 

· Enter. Walk. Go at whatever pace feels natural, keeping in mind how we are encouraged to rush - 

think seriously about slowing down.  

The Center 

· The center is a place to pause and dwell with God. 

· Rest in the divine presence. 

· Pray for your own needs. 

· Pray for others. 

· Seek guidance on how to integrate a new insight  

     into your life. 

An Option for Prayer ~ The St. Bridget Labyrinth 
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Fr. Gerald Harris, Pastor 

715-425-1879 ext. 103, pastor@stbparish.com 

 

Fr. Richard Rhinehart, Associate Pastor 

715-425-1870 frrich@stbparish.com  
 

 

Megan Carlson, Parish Administrator 

715-425-1879 ext. 102, parishadmin@stbparish.com 

 

Tammy Pitzen, Office Assistant 

715-425-1879 ext. 101, recept@stbparish.com  
 

Susan Landry, Accountant 

715-425-1879 ext. 104, accountant@stbparish.com  

 

Diane Wengelski, Elementary Faith Formation 

715-425-1879 ext. 105, childrensFF@stbparish.com 
 
 

Tessa Schuermann, Teen Faith Formation 

715-425-1879 ext. 106, teenFF@stbparish.com 

Amy Burns, Youth Minister 

715-425-1879 ext. 107, youthminister@stbparish.com 
 

 

Barrett Grove, Coordinator of Liturgical Ministries 

715-425-1879 ext. 108, liturgy@stbparish.com 

 

Jodie Rubenzer, Discipleship and Spiritual Growth  

715-307-2524, spiritualgrowth@stbparish.com       

 
 

Meg Andrea, Website and Communications 

715-425-1879 ext. 111, media@stbparish.com 
 

 

Randy Koller, Maintenance 

715-425-1879 ext. 112, facilities@stbparish.com 

 

 Lynn Simons, Connections Minister 

 715-425-1879 ext. 109, connections@stbparish.com 
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