St. Bridget

CaTtHoLic CHURCH

Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday  5:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday  4:00-4:30 p.m.

Weekday and Holy Day Masses:
Please consult the bulletin
or website.

Church Office Hours
Mon.-Thur. 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Church Contacts

Pastor - Fr. Gerald Harris
Deacon - Larry Hennemann
Parish Administrator - Sue Steckbauer
Office Assistant - Kristin Miller
Accountant -
Pastoral Minister/Visitor - Deacon Gregg Miller
Maintenance -
Faith Formation (PreK - Gr. 5) - Diane Wengelski
Coordinator of Teen Faith Formation

and Discipleship - Tessa Schuermann
High School Ministry Leader - Elizabeth Camber
Web Master/Social Media - Brenda Derks
Liturgical Ministry Coordinator - Barrett Grove
St. Bridget Kitchen
St. Bridget Lubich Hall

St. Bridget Parish School (135 E Division Street)
Principal -
Office Assistant - Hillary Gilles
Fax

Pastor’'s Residence
Prayer Request Line

Phone:

715-425-1879 ext.

651-308-4031

715-425-1879 ext
715-425-1879 ext
715-425-1879 ext
715-425-1879 ext
715-425-1879 ext
715-425-1879 ext

715-425-1879 ext.

715-425-1879 ext
715-425-1879 ext
715-425-1879 ext
715-425-1879 ext

715-425-1872 ext
715-425-1872 ext
715-425-1873

715-425-1876
715-684-2336

211 E. Division Street, PO Box 86
River Falls, WI 54022

Phone: 715-425-1870
Fax: 715-425-1871

E-mail address: recept@stbparish.com
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Web site: www.saintbridgets.org

Email:
pastor@stbparish.com
deacon@stbparish.com
parishadmin@stbparish.com
recept@stbparish.com
accountant@stbparish.com
visitation@stbparish.com
maintenance@stbparish.com
faithform@stbparish.com

youthministry@stbparish.com
hsleader@stbparish.com
adminsupport@stbparish.com
liturgy@stbparish.com

principal@stbparish.com
office@stbparish.com

St. Bridget is clustered with St. Mary’'s Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
Weekend Mass Times:
Saturday, 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, 8:00 a.m.

Phone: 715-796-2244 Fax: 715-796-2244
1265 Ridgeway St., Hammond WI 54015

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Items are due, in writing, at the parish office by Noon on Monday. Email: recept@stbparish.com

Parish Mission Statement
St. Bridget Catholic Church is a Christian Community which exists to continue the mission of
Jesus Christ under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. As such, we are committed to working for
the coming of God's Kingdom. We accomplish this through worship, community life, Christian
education and service to those who are in need.



TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 11, 2016

Masses/Services
Monday, September 12
8:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Word with Holy
Communion

Tuesday, September 13
8:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
5:15 p.m. Mass
+Int: Darold Pechacek by Doris Pechacek
Wednesday, September 14
9:00 a.m. Mass
+Int: Lawrence “Larry” Langer by Don and Phyllis
Foley
1:30 p.m. Mass at Lutheran Home
+Int: Rosalie Wilford by Jim and Arlene Schmitz
Thursday, September 15
10:45 a.m. Liturgy of the Word with Holy
Communion at Comforts of Home

Falls
Friday, September 16
7:30 a.m. Rosary
8:00 a.m. Mass

+Int: Mary Simon by John and Tom Schommer
5:00 p.m. Wedding: Thomas/Mahlum
Saturday, September 17

2:30 p.m. Wedding: Flanscha/Johnson
4:00-4:30 p.m. Individual Reconciliation
5:00 p.m. Mass

+Int: John Dretsch by Brenda Dretsch and Family
Sunday, September 18
8:45 a.m. Rosary
9:30 a.m. Mass
+Int: Delores Dietzler by Larry and Kathy Kotter
11:00 a.m. Mass
Int: Churches of St. Bridget and St. Mary

Events

Monday, September 12

6:00 p.m. Cursillo 4th Day

6:30 p.m. BASE Training

6:30 p.m. Breast Cancer Support Group

7:00 p.m. Al Anon

7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus Meeting
Tuesday, September 13

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. Tuesday Banquet

8:00 p.m. Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, September 14

9:45 a.m. Fr. Dave Pivonka Bible Study

6:00 p.m. Youth Choir Practice

6:30 p.m. Registration Meeting

7:00 p.m. Fr. Dave Pivonka Bible Study

7:45 p.m. Praise Team Practice
Thursday, September 15

9:30 a.m. Resurrection Choir Practice

7:00 p.m. SATB Choir Practice
Saturday, September 17

7:30 a.m. Men’s Group
Sunday, September 18

9:30 a.m. Sunday Preschool

/ Scripture Readings \

www.uscch.org/bible/readings

Mon., 9/12 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33; Lk 7:1-10
Tue., 9/13 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Lk 7:11-17

Wed., 9/14 Nm 21:4b-9; Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17

Thu., 9/15 1 Cor 15:1-11; Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-
35

Fri., 9/16 1 Cor 15:12-20; Lk 8:1-3

7:00 p.m. Mass at UWRF Newman Center
Sat., 9/17 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Lk 8:4-15
Sun., 9/18 Am 8:4-7; 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13 [10-
13]
SACRAMENTS
Rest in Peace Baptism

+Leona Ginther, mother of Frank Ginther Declan Chad Mulhollam, son of Paula and Chad Mulhollam
Alyce Sandra Matzek, daughter of Katy and Dennis Matzek
Noah Joseph Baldeshwiler, son of Eileen and Joseph Baldeshwiler

TITHES AND FINANCIAL NEWS

SEPTEMBER 4, 2016

Adult Envelopes| $13,168.39] Debt Retirement (includes ACH) $5,204.00

Emergency Fund $150.00

Loose Collection $730.34

Scrip (67orders) $705.89 Bequests/Memorials $20.00

Assumption of Mary $55.00

Holiday Happenings $1,180.00



http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings

FROM THE PASTOR

Jubilee Year of Mercy: September 11, 2016 - Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reconciliation

True reconciliation is emotional, dramatic, and cleansing. When two people meet heart to heart and
work through old hurts, misunderstandings, and careless words, cleansing tears often flow and the encounter
ends with an embrace that fills both with the warmth of a love too strong to fade.

The readings this weekend assure us of this healthy release that comes with reconciliation. They give
us the courage to reach out to someone with whom we need to reconcile ourselves, and give us the courage to
ask for forgiveness from God, too.

In the reading from Exodus, we see how God refuses again and again to give up on the Israelites. Even
though they grow impatient with God and turn to false idols, God still calls them back. Luke’s Gospel assures us
that God rejoices when we turn away from sin. Paul’s letter to Timothy encourages us, like Paul, to look back
on our lives and recognize where God’s patient mercy has been shown to us. copignte.s. Paen co.

9/11 Remembered

Fifteen years ago, the continuing TV coverage of the imploding twin towers of the World Trade Center in
New York was unbearable for me, as were accounts of the crashes and destruction in Washington and the hills
of Pennsylvania. The immense devastation of human life was incomprehensible. Visiting the site in New York
some five years later reopened searing wounds, and overwhelmed me with immense sadness. An incursion on
our soil, carefully planned and executed by foreign elements, had shattered my cherished sense of security,
and provoked a frightening sense of God’s absence.

How could my Catholic faith tradition enable me to endure this tragedy? | knew that neither vengeance
nor sweeping animosity was an option for me.

You have left us crushed . . . covered us with darkness. We are bowed down to the ground (Psalm 44:20, 26).
O Lord of hosts, restore us; Let your face shine upon us (Psalm 80:4).

The Psalmist cries a lament, expressing the mourning of the Israelite people, the chosen of God, who
had regarded themselves as untouchable and above reproach, now hurled into misery. The lament expresses a
nation’s agony, dares to complain against their divine protector, may even own some complicity in the misery,
and finally pleads with God for deliverance.

In the midst of lamenting, the faith of Israel endured, as must ours. We are as vulnerable as they were
to the violence and hatred that seem to encircle us. Our demand for a divine explanation goes unheeded. Yet
we have learned of the self-sacrificing heroism of many, witnessing to the finest character of our nation and of
our Christian heritage. Dying for one’s friends is a sacred theme in our story, epitomized in Jesus, our Savior,
and extended through centuries in the grandest and noblest acts of men and women in all circumstances.

In 2001 we came together as one nation under God, sharing the grief, the disillusionment, and the
promise to rebuild. As today we lament our honored dead and wounded, shall we translate such agonizing
emotion into a persistent pursuit of worldwide reconciliation and peace? —rev. anrew Neison, copyrignt @ 4. 5. Pauch co.

Want to become a Catholic Christian through RCIA?

The mission of the Catholic Church is to preach the gospel as Jesus commanded us. If you would like to join
the Catholic Church or know of someone who would like to join the Church, please contact St. Bridget's or St.
Mary's Church offices. The process to join the Church is called RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults). These sessions meet about once a week with presentations and discussions on various aspects about
the Catholic Faith. Questions are always welcome at this sessions. We do have people at both parishes who
have asked to join the Catholic Faith. If you are interested, call or email the church offices or myself, and we will
get you started. Thanks. Fr. Harris

Welcome Fr. Bill Deziel on September 18 at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Masses!

St. Mary’s in Hammond is having their Parish Outdoor Mass and Picnic beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the
Hammond Town Hall. Fr. Bill Deziel will be covering the 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Masses at St. Bridget so Fr.
Harris can be a part of this celebration. Fr. Bill is the brother of Sheila (Paul) Steiner of St. Bridget. Welcome!

PARISH LIFE

September 10 Radio/TV Mass Broadcasts

The radio broadcast is aired over WEVR 1550 AM and 106.3 FM on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. for our sick and shut-
ins. Tune to Channel 16 on Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. or Thursday at 9:00 a.m. for a TV rebroadcast. The Mass
for September 10 is in loving memory of Jim and Jo Vanda by Tom and Barb Belongia.




Youth Choir
Youth in grades 3-8 from both the public and parish
schools are invited to join the Youth Choir that will be

90th Birthday Celebration
To celebrate his 90™ birthday, the children of Robert
Karras, Sr. are hosting an open house on Sunday,

directed by Peggy Kraisin. Practices are on
Wednesday evenings from 6:00-6:25 in the
Multi-purpose Room, and begin September 14. Call
the parish office for information or to sign up.

Fr. Dave Pivonka Fall Bible Study

An 11 week bible study featuring video presentations
from Fr. Dave Pivonka along with discussion will be
held on Wednesday from September 7 - November
16. Two sessions will be offered: after the 9:00 a.m.
Mass on Wednesdays and at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday
evenings. Each session is stand alone. The focus of
the study is about one’s relationship with God,
sacraments, and a fuller life as a Catholic. To register,
contact the parish office.

September 18 from 1-5 p.m. at Johnnies Bar. No gifts.

Come Join Us!

The SATB Choir Ministry practices on Thursdays from
7 to 8:30 p.m. in the church. The choir provides
leadership for congregational singing and enhances
the liturgy of the 9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. Questions:
call Marlys Mueller at 715-425-9621.

Communion Ministers Needed

Communion distributors are needed to take
Communion on a rotating schedule to area nursing
homes and assisted living facilities. Times are
Sunday mornings from 8:30 a.m. until done
distributing. Get details by contacting Deacon Gregg
in the parish office.

FAITH FORMATION

Faith Formation Meetings Have Bequn!

Wednesday, September 14 - General Information and Registration Meeting: 6:30 p.m. — in the Church. This
meeting will give an overview of our program. Note: If you do not have questions, and you have turned in a
registration form, you do not need to attend this meeting.

Wednesday, September 14 — Theology of the Body for Teens Meeting: 6:30 p.m. — in Lubich Hall. This
meeting is for parents only of youth in grades 7 and 9, as those are the two grades that will be studying
Theology of the Body for Teens.

eSunday, September 18—Sunday Preschool Classes Begin (For 3, 4, and 5-year-olds in the Upper Room
during the 9:30 Mass. Register using the standard FF registration form.)

Wednesday, September 21 - Faith Formation Classes Begin Please pray for our Faith Formation students,
teachers, and staff as we prepare for a year of growing in our faith and in our love for God!

Faith Formation Volunteer Needs

o Faith Formation Teachers: We are still in need of a teacher for our 7th grade classroom. Curriculum and ma-
terials will be provided. The teacher is responsible for preparing lessons and leading the class from 6:30-7:30
p.m. on Wednesdays. This is a paid position. Contact Tessa if interested.

o Confirmation Small Group Leaders: Our grade 10 and 11 youth preparing for Confirmation will meet each
Wednesday 6:30 -7:30 p.m. We are in need of small group leaders and co-leaders to facilitate discussion,
listen, and share faith with a great group of teens.

e Tech Support: We are looking for a high school senior, college student, parent, or other adult in the parish to
run the laptop, video, and music for our Confirmation class each Wednesday night. This role involves arriving
by 6:15, following notes/cues throughout class for starting and stopping DVD segments, running PowerPoint
when necessary, and putting away the laptop after class. It does not require more than a basic knowledge of
running a laptop. Please contact Tessa if interested.

» Preschool Aides: Help out with Sunday school class. No prep necessary, just a love for kids!

» Hospitality Team: Prepare and serve the meal each Wednesday from 5:30-6:15 p.m.

PASTORAL MINISTRY

Remember in Your Prayers

o |f someone you know becomes hospitalized and would like a visit, please call the church office.

e Let us know if someone would like to be prayed for in church or be listed in the bulletin prayer list.
To be included in the prayer line, call Virginia Magner at 715-684-2336.

Marie Amundsen David Byram David Hake Rosemarie Ogden
Jodi Bjellum Daniella Carrasco Ann Holland Izabella Thompson
Marguerite Brown Gerald Cernohous Barb Ickler

Angie Burke Erica Glover Rita Mountain



ST. BRIDGET PARISH SCHOOL

St. Bridget Parish School would like to Welcome
our new Teachers!

Right to Left pictured is:

1. Lori Fuller is so excited to be teaching music and
technology at St. Bridget Parish Schooll She brings
decades of teaching experience and enthusiasm to her
classes. She is a 1994 graduate of the University of MN -
Mankato and is an active member of the River Falls
community where she resides with her husband and boys.

2. Jackie Poellinger is ecstatic to teach 4th grade at St.
Bridget Parish School! She graduated from the University
of Wisconsin - River Falls in May of 2016. She is actively
parish, St. Francis of Assisi in

home

involved in her
Ellsworth, WI. She brings her love of Christ and energetic spirit to the St. Bridget Parish School and
community.

3. Emily Beckius is thrilled to meet her 5th grade class! She recently graduated from the University of
Wisconsin - River Falls in December 2015. She is excited to bring in new ideas, activities, and learning to
provide an engaging learning environment in her classroom. She is ready to kick off her first year at St. Bridget
Parish School!

4. Mary Perrizo-Peterson will be teaching art at St. Bridget and also helping in the office. She graduated from
UW-River Falls and has been teaching art for 6 years. Mary lives in the rural area. She is married to Kevin
Peterson and they have one daughter, Stephanie, who graduated from River Falls High School in 2014 and
now attends college. Mary is excited to bring art and faith together in the learning classroom!

AREA EVENTS

Needed: Range Donation

St. Thomas More Newman Center needs a donation
of a range. Any range in working order would be
great, of course a double oven glass top would even
be better! Please contact Deacon Tom Weiss at 715-
425-7234 or deacontom@uwrfnewman.org.

MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)

MOPS is a group of moms with children (ages birth
through kindergarten) that meet on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of the month from 9:15am-11:15am. We
meet during the school year, at First Covenant
Church in River Falls, with childcare offered for a
nominal fee. Our meetings are a time of honest con-
versation, fellowship, and spiritual rejuvenation. Email
Beth Goeltz bethh1920@aol.com or Lauren Jensen
sliensen0129@hotmail.com for more information.

St. Joseph’s Parish Annual Festival

St. Joseph’s Parish (281 Dakota St., Prescott, WI) will
hold its annual festival on September 17/18 following
10 a.m. Mass. There will be a euchre tournament,
craft and bake sale, auction, BBQ chicken dinner and
more!

MOMSnext

MOMSnext moms are going to be leading PTOs,
starting teen groups, serving in churches, praying for
schools, connecting with their community. They are
entering a time of life where God wants them to
THRIVE. Their children are now in elementary
school and perhaps these moms have more
questions about parenting, about their child’s relation-
ship with Christ, bullying and friendships, strengthen-
ing marriage, and more! We will meet the second
Thursdays of the month starting on October 13, 2016
at 6:30 p.m. Meetings take place at First Covenant
Church, located at 1374 N. Main Street, in River
Falls. For more information, please contact Shauna
Knott at (715) 426-9827 or shauna.knott@icloud.com.

Do You Need Your GED?

Chippewa Valley Technical College is joining efforts
with Workforce Resource here in River Falls to pro-
vide an accelerated GED certification class. This is
an EXCELLENT opportunity Right here in River
Falls. Pre-register by calling Krysta at 715-426-0394
or email at hasbrookk@workforceresource.org. See
flyers at both entrances for more details.
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